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DeTect Installs Dual Function Bird and Drone Detection Radar 
System at Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport. 

Multi-sensor radar-RF system detects, tracks and alerts airport 
operators of bird and drone activity and strike risk to aircraft. 

Panama City, FL. USA, August 21, 2017:  
DeTect today announced completion of the 
installation of a dual function MERLIN™ Aircraft 
Birdstrike Avoidance Radar and a 
DroneWatcher™ Drone Detection and Defense 
system at the Northwest Florida Beaches 
International Airport (ECP) in Panama City, 
Florida USA. In April, the company installed 
DroneWatcherRF sensors and APP enabled 
devices at the airport as phase one of the project. 
The radar sensor installation completes the full 
system implementation to  provide real time 
detection, tracking and automated alerting of both bird and drone strike risk to aircraft.  Bird activity and 
drone situational data, incursion alerts and risk levels are delivered to airport users through custom, 
real-time web displays and by automated text messaging.  With this installtion, ECP is the first 
commercial airport in the world to install a dual bird-drone detection radar system.   

Since 2003, MERLIN systems have been providing real-time 
birdstrike risk warnings to air traffic controllers, flight safety 
managers and pilots at US Air Force and Navy airfields and at 
commercial airports in Europe, Africa and Asia.  Today, MERLIN 
is the only bird radar being used operationally by air traffic 
controllers to issue real-time birdstrike risk alerts to pilots. NASA 
also used two MERLIN units for bird detection for 22 space 
shuttle launches from 2006 through 2012. With the add-on 
DroneWatcher module and RF sensors, the MERLIN system 
additionally detects, locates and interdicts drones and operators, 
allowing the technology to address the emerging threat to aircraft 
from drones operating near airports.    

About DeTect: DeTect is a US-based, global leader in remote sensing technologies with offices 
in the US and Europe and projects worldwide.  DeTect’s products include drone surveillance and 
interdiction systems, aircraft bird strike avoidance radars, UAV Ground-based Sense and Avoid 
system, airspace and marine security radars, border protection radars, and bird radars for wind 
farm and industrial bird control and protection. Since 2003, DeTect has manufactured and 
delivered over 280 advanced systems worldwide. 
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